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Introduction 

This document outlines the guidelines for assessment within our school. Assessment is an 

integral part of our education: it informs the learning process, supports student 

development, and strengthens ownership of learning. Assessment is not only a tool to 

measure performance but also to deepen learning and continuously improve teaching. 

 

 

IB Mission 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquisitive, knowledgeable, and caring 

young people who help create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural 

understanding and respect (IBO, 2019). 

 

 

School Mission and Vision 

At OBS Het Galjoen, we broaden horizons through learning by doing. By playing, 

creating, and exploring together, our students discover their active and unique 

contribution to the world around them. 

We encourage students to approach others with an open and respectful attitude and to 

observe the world around them with curiosity. This helps them develop understanding of 

different cultures and perspectives and to learn their role as engaged global citizens. 

Students learn to stand on their own and understand how their unique and collective 

contribution can be meaningful for a kind, sustainable, and peaceful world—both now 

and in the future. With sufficient foundational skills in mathematics, language, reading 

enjoyment, and an inquisitive and investigative attitude, our students are able to make well-

informed, balanced choices. They take responsibility for themselves, each other, and their 

environment. 
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We are a learning community in which students, teachers, and parents discover, reflect, 

and grow together. In this way, students develop into curious, caring, and responsible 

global citizens. 

 

Vision on Assessment 

Purpose of Assessment 

Assessment provides information and supports both the learning process of students and 

the professional development of teachers. Its objectives are: 

• To provide insight into what students know, understand, and can do. 

• To strengthen learning through targeted feedback. 

• To stimulate student ownership of learning. 

• To share information with parents to increase engagement. 

• To evaluate and improve curriculum and teaching practices. 

Assessment is a collaboration between students, teachers, and parents, where data and 

feedback serve as a basis for growth and reflection (IBO, IB assessment principles and 

practices, 2019). 

 

Characteristics of Effective Assessment 

Effective assessment is (Clarke, 2012): 

• Authentic: connected to real-world contexts. 

• Clear and specific: with explicit learning objectives and success criteria. 

• Varied: using multiple methods and tools. 

• Developmental: focusing on individual growth, not comparison. 

• Collaborative: teachers and students work together in the process. 

• Interactive: continuous dialogue about learning. 

• Feedback-oriented: provides information on how students can make progress 

(Hattie & Timperley, 2007). 

Valuing Process and Product 

At OBS Het Galjoen, the learning process is equally important as the final product. We 

support students in their broad development—social-emotional, creative, investigative, and 
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reflective—and help them develop skills essential for further growth. Assessment provides a 

complete picture of the child and is an important instrument within our quality cycles to 

continuously improve teaching. In this way, we connect insight into individual development 

with our mission to see and support the whole child, combining cognitive performance with 

personal growth, reflection, and ownership of learning. 

The Assessment Policy is available on the school website and shared with all new families. 
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Assessment in Practice 

The Four Dimensions of Assessment 

Within the IB PYP, four dimensions of assessment are distinguished: monitoring, 

documenting, measuring, and reporting. Each dimension has its own function within the 

learning process, but together they share a common goal: informing and improving student 

learning and teaching practice (IBO, 2019). 

 

  

(International Baccalaureate Organization, n.d., p. 84) 

 

 

The Three Forms of Assessment 

At our school, we distinguish three forms of assessment: 
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1. Assessment of Learning (van leren) – summative 

2. Assessment for Learning (voor leren) – formative 

3. Assessment as Learning (als leren) – formative 

 

 

Assessment  Of learning  For learning As learning 

Type  Summative Formative Formative 

What  The teacher 

determines the 

student’s knowledge 

and skills against 

established learning 

goals or standards. 

Teachers, students, 

and peers evaluate 

learning together to 

determine how the 

student can continue to 

grow. 

The student takes 

responsibility for their 

own learning, asks 

questions, and 

explores how to 

deepen learning. 

Who Teacher Teacher & students Student & peers 

How Formal assessments 

collect evidence of 

student progress and 

can be used for 

performance 

evaluation. 

Includes formal and 

informal assessment 

activities as part of 

learning and to inform 

planning for future 

learning. 

Students use formal 

and informal feedback 

and self-assessment to 

understand the next 

steps in their learning 

process. 

When End of a learning 

period or unit 

Ongoing during 

learning 

Ongoing during 

learning 

Why Raporting  Improve learning Deeper learning and 

learning how to learn 

Emphasis Scores, grades, and 

competency 

Feedback, support, 

and collaboration 

Reflection, self-

assessment, and 

ownership 

Examples Unit final projects, 

(method) tests, PYP 

Exhibition 

Observations, quizzes, 

peer-feedback, 

thinking routines, exit 

tickets 

Self-reflections, 

portfolios 

Monitoring and Documenting 

Monitoring 
Monitoring is the process of regularly observing and analyzing student progress. Its purpose 



   

 

  8 

 

is to gain insight into the learning process so students can be effectively supported in their 

development (IBO, 2019). 

Documenting 
Documenting involves recording evidence of learning. This documentation shows what 

students have learned, how they achieved it, and what they still need to work on. 

Documentation makes growth visible to students, teachers, and parents. 

 

Types of Assessment in Monitoring and Documenting 

Pre-assessments 
These are conducted at the start of a new unit or learning activity. They provide insight into 

prior knowledge, experiences, and interests, helping teachers align learning with the needs 

of the group and individual students. 

Formative Assessments 
Formative assessments take place during the learning process and provide continuous 

information about student progress. They help teachers and students understand what is 

going well, what still needs development, and the next steps. Examples include 

observations, photos/videos, quizzes, teacher/peer feedback, notebooks, whiteboards, 

thinking routines, exit tickets, portfolios, and self-reflections. 

Summative Assessments 
Summative assessments are conducted at the end of a unit or inquiry to evaluate what 

students have learned and which knowledge, understanding, and skills they have 

developed. Examples include final projects, tests, and presentations. These assessments 

provide a snapshot of learning and serve as a basis for reporting and reflection. 

Portfolios 
The PYP portfolio is an important tool for monitoring and documenting learning. It contains 

evidence of growth linked to the learner profile, ATL skills, conceptual understanding, and 

subject areas. Both the process and the final product of learning are recorded. 

 

Measuring 

Measuring evaluates student progress against clear and transparent criteria, using rubrics, 

test results, self-assessments, or peer assessments. The goal is not only to establish results 

but to gain a broad view of development, including skills, attitudes, and conceptual 

understanding. 
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Measuring provides valuable information for planning next learning steps. While summative 

assessments provide a snapshot of learning outcomes, formative assessments provide 

continuous feedback that supports and improves the learning process. Both inform 

students, teachers, and parents. 

 

Assessment tools to measure learning 

Within the PYP, we use various tools to measure learning, both formative (during learning) 

and summative (at the end of a unit). 

Examples: 

• Rubrics 

• Checklists 

• Observation notes 

• Success criteria 

• Method-based tests 
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Method-based tests 

During the transition to a full IB PYP curriculum, we still use some method-based tests to 

monitor progress in specific subjects where knowledge and skills are systematically 

developed: mathematics, spelling, and grammar. For all other subjects, assessment takes 

place within the context of Units of Inquiry. 

Mathematics 

• Group 3: Teachers use Semsom as the basis for teaching mathematics. End-of-

lesson checks and block tests provide insight into mastery of learning objectives 

throughout the year. 

• Groups 4–8: Wereld in Getallen 5 guides lessons, with block tests used to determine 

student mastery of objectives. 

• Bareka tests are also used independently of the method to gain insight into basic 

math skills, focusing on automation and memorization. At the start of the school year, 

the Bareka power test is administered to evaluate prior-year fact mastery. 

Language 

• For spelling and grammar, we use STAAL. 

• Each lesson includes a short dictation of five words as a formative check. 

• At the end of each block, a summative test evaluates spelling and grammar 

knowledge. 

• Results are combined with formative observations to create a complete picture of 

each student’s development within the broader PYP learning context. 

 

Assessment in Language Classes (Taalklassen) 

• Start test: Bazalt test to determine language and math level; used to set individual 

learning goals and progressions (e.g., Lowan learning lines). 

• During the program: Continuous monitoring and documentation of progress using 

formative assessments (observations, feedback, short tests) to guide teaching. 

• End test: Evaluates Dutch proficiency for transition to mainstream classes; program 

can be extended if extra support is needed, using the assessment process to adjust 

goals and support. 
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Standardized Tests 

Alongside school-specific assessments, we administer standardized tests required by the 

Dutch government, providing objective data to monitor cognitive and socio-emotional 

development. 

Cito Student Tracking System (LOVS) 

• Administered multiple times per school year (usually groups 3–8). 

• Assesses: 

o Language development (spelling, vocabulary, reading comprehension) 

o Technical reading (AVI/DMT) 

o Math (numbers, operations, measurement, time, money, ratios) 

• Goals: 

o Track student progress over time 

o Identify learning needs and strengths 

o Support educational decisions, differentiation, and interventions 

o Inform parents 

Transition Test Group 8 

• Monitors learning and supports final school advice. 

NIO Test 

• Measures reasoning and problem-solving skills in group 8, supporting school advice 

and future education choices. 

SCOL (Social-Emotional Competence Observation List) 

• Teachers track social-emotional development (groups 3–8) via classroom behavior; 

students in groups 6–8 complete self-reflections. 

• Provides insight into self-confidence, social behavior, emotional regulation, and 

responsibility. 

• Supports targeted guidance, group discussions, and parent conversations. 

KIJK! 

• Used for groups 1–2; observation system for broad development (social-emotional, 

motor, language, math, play). 

• Insights inform activity planning and parent discussions. 
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Reporting 

Reporting involves sharing learning information with students, parents, and colleagues to 

provide insight into progress, performance, and growth, and to support next learning steps. 

Reporting is both accountability and a tool to deepen learning and strengthen collaboration 

between student, parent, and teacher. 

Forms of Reporting: 

Verbal: Conversations between student and teacher, or between teacher, student, and 

parent, form an important moment of reflection and ownership of learning. Currently, these 

conversations take place as developmental discussions, but our ambition is to fully develop 

them into student-led conferences. This approach increases student ownership, 

strengthens reflective skills, makes learning visible for both students and parents, and 

promotes a culture of dialogue and partnership where the student’s voice is central to 

learning. 

Written: Parents receive a written report twice per year that provides information about 

their child’s development. These reports show progress in subject content, indicating 

mastery of key knowledge and skills, as well as growth in ATL (Approaches to Learning) 

skills, such as communication, thinking, social, research, and self-management abilities. 

Portfolio: The PYP portfolio serves as a continuous form of reporting and contains 

evidence of growth, including assignments, projects, and work samples, as well as student 

reflections documenting thinking, learning strategies, and decision-making.  

 

Focus on ATL Skills 

The development of communication, social, thinking, research, and self-management skills 

is central to our teaching. Assessment focuses on monitoring and supporting the growth of 

students in these skills. In Toddle, we record the development of ATL (Approaches to 

Learning) skills and sub-skills, both within lessons and within the Units of Inquiry. The 

specific skills and sub-skills differ for Groups 1–2 and Groups 3–8, ensuring they align with 

the students’ developmental stage (see Appendix 1). In the coming years, we aim to further 

refine and differentiate these skills. 
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Government Requirements 

Core Objectives and Government Requirements 

In the Netherlands, schools are bound by the core objectives established by the 

government. These objectives describe what students are expected to know and be able to 

do by the end of primary school. How schools achieve these objectives is the responsibility 

of each school. Within the IB PYP framework, the Dutch core objectives are integrated into 

an international perspective. The conceptual and inquiry-based approach of the PYP 

supports the achievement of these objectives in a coherent and meaningful way. 

Testing within De Haagse Scholen 

At all schools within De Haagse Scholen, the independent Cito tests are administered to 

map the cognitive development of students. These tests are considered selective 

summative assessments. The results provide the school board with insight into students’ 

development and allow for comparisons between schools. The data are used as one of the 

indicators to monitor the quality of education and plan further support. 

Balancing Government Objectives and IB Assessment 

Although the Cito tests and other method-based tests provide valuable information about 

cognitive performance, they represent only one part of the overall picture of the student. 

Within the PYP, we also value skills, learner profile attributes, and the learning process. 

Therefore, we combine the required summative assessments with formative and reflective 

forms of assessment, such as observations, portfolios, and student-teacher conferences. In 

this way, we ensure that both the legal requirements and the IB vision of holistic learning 

are respected, and that each child is fully seen in their development. 
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Our Ambitions 

Within OBS Het Galjoen, we aim to further strengthen the use of assessment to promote 

ownership, reflection, and holistic learning. Our ambitions focus on the following areas: 

1. Portfolio 

We strive to make the PYP portfolio a more active tool for students to document their own 

learning, set goals, and share reflections. Toddle supports this process by providing both 

teachers and students with clear visibility of growth and progress. 

2. Student-led Conferences 

We want to further develop the current developmental discussions into full student-led 

conferences, in which students actively present their learning process, discuss progress, 

and set goals together with parents and teachers for further growth. This enhances student 

ownership and strengthens their engagement in their own learning process. 

3. Parent Education on Assessment 

We aim to actively involve parents in understanding our PYP assessment philosophy, so 

they understand why and how assessments are used, how their child reflects and grows, 

and how they can support their child’s learning journey. 

4. Quality Cycles and 2026/27 Annual Planning 

The coming year will focus on integrating assessment into our quality cycles, ensuring that 

both student development and teaching practices are continuously evaluated and improved. 

The emphasis is on a broad view of the child, including cognitive, social-emotional, and 

inquiry skills. 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1: ATL-skills 

ATL-skills group 1-2 
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ATL-skills group 3-8 
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Appendix 2: Annual Reporting Timeline 

Time of 

Year 

Reporting Description 

Ongoing Group Analysis A group analysis provides an overview in which 

teachers examine and summarize the 

development of their class across different 

learning areas. It looks at how the group is 

progressing, which learning areas are going well, 

and which require extra attention. The group 

analysis is used to create an action plan for the 

next period. 

September Introduction Meetings At the start of the school year, an information 

afternoon is held for parents. During this session, 

parents are informed about the daily routines, 

learning activities, and organization of the class. 

October Parent-Child-Teacher 

Conferences 

Parents, teacher, and student meet to discuss the 

student’s progress and goals. The student shares 

their own reflections on their learning process 

and identifies goals and support needed for the 

next period of the school year. 

November CITO Test B8 In this month, the CITO test is administered for 

group 8 (B8) to gain insight into students’ 

learning development and level, informing the 

school advice. 

November KIJK! Registration for 

Group 1/2 

Observations and registration of student 

development across different developmental 

domains. 

January Preliminary Advice for 

Group 8 Students 

Teachers provide preliminary school advice for 

group 8 students based on test results, 

observations, and progress throughout the year. 

January CITO Tests for Groups 

3–7 

CITO tests are administered to map the 

development of students across various learning 

domains. 
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January / 

February 

Progression Test Group 

8 

The progression test is administered to monitor 

the learning process of group 8 students and to 

support the final school advice. 

February Reports and CITO 

Results Sent Home 

Parents receive the student reports and CITO 

results. The reports provide an overview of the 

student’s progress in each learning domain and 

highlight any points requiring attention. 

February Parent-Child-Teacher 

Conferences 

Report meetings with parents are held. New goals 

are set, and agreements are made regarding 

support for the next period. 

March Final Advice Definition: 

Group 8 

In group 8, advice meetings are held if necessary, 

during which students receive their final school 

advice. 

May Preliminary Exit Advice 

Group 7 

A preliminary exit advice is prepared for group 7 

students so that parents and students gain an 

understanding of appropriate secondary 

education options. 

June CITO Tests for Groups 

3–7 

Administration of the second round of CITO tests 

to measure progress during the school year and 

gain insight into final performance. 

July End-of-Year Report Parents receive the end-of-year report, which 

provides an overview of learning development, 

achieved goals, and points of attention for the 

next school year. 

July Student-Led 

Conferences 

Students demonstrate ownership of their learning 

process by showing work samples they are proud 

of. Parents provide feedback and support their 

child’s ongoing progress. 
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